
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS DURING AUGUST 21, 2020 ZOOM MEETING 

Will information be sent out about how ASVAB, ACT testing this year?  I know that in person 
sessions were cancelled last spring. 

ACT, SAT & ASVAB will not be offered at any Olympia School District school while we are 
distance learning. Most colleges and universities have decided to suspend the testing 
mandate until 2024 as the coronavirus continues to shape the society. For those entering 
the military and need to take the ASVAB, please contact your recruiter to schedule the test. 

 

Does it matter if my common app account is under my personal email? Also how do I link the 
two? 

No, it does not matter. Yes, you can link it to your Naviance account. See the video 
Common App Registration and Accounting Matching 

 

Does Naviance connect to Coalition? 

No, sorry, not at this time. 

  

Is there a benefit to taking the SAT?  It sounds like they aren’t required. 

Since most colleges and universities have decided to suspend the testing mandate, there is 
no benefit to taking the SAT. 

  

When it orders your transcripts, does it email your counselor to get those, or does it email the 
school itself or what? 

It does not go to your counselor. You have two options that will send it to the colleges you 
choose, the third option is for other reasons such as scholarships. This video will cover how 
to order a transcript. 

  

Hard to match colleges with no SAT scores to enter? Am I doing this right? 

Thank you for the feedback. We will have Naviance Tech Support look into this. 

 

 

https://www.screencast.com/t/gxEQkElyo1
https://www.screencast.com/t/gxEQkElyo1
https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/playlists/College%20Applications%20Video%20Series?mediaSetId=77935f0a-33f3-4c37-9596-dbc76c260b3f
https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/playlists/College%20Applications%20Video%20Series?mediaSetId=77935f0a-33f3-4c37-9596-dbc76c260b3f


What is the best approach to researching local, state and other scholarships? 

Our monthly scholarship list will have local and state scholarships listed on them. You will 
be able to find those lists in your Naviance account and on our webpage. 

  

How long should your essay be? How many pages is to long  

Please see the College Information webpage for helpful information regarding essays. 

 

Will we still need SAT/ACT scores for scholarship applications? 

That will depend on each scholarship, but probably not since colleges and universities are 
not requiring them.  

 

For early decision can you apply to more than one school for early decision or is there a rule that 
says only one school  

Yes, except in the case of colleges that offer "Single-Choice Early Action" 

  

How do you submit your FAFSA after you complete it  

Everything is done on the FAFSA website 

  

That scholarship match is in Naviance? 

Scholarship Match is in Naviance 
Click Colleges in the top right corner 
Then scroll down and click scholarships and money 

Be sure to check out the Financial Aid Page under the Senior Info page for more 
information on scholarships and loans. 

 

This is related to a discussion earlier, but where can I find the “portal accounts” in order to stay 
updated? Is this referring to a place on Naviance? 

The “portal” is the OSD Portal, just how you log into your school account 

 

https://olympia.osd.wednet.edu/counseling/career_center/senior_info/college_information
https://olympia.osd.wednet.edu/counseling/career_center/senior_info/college_information


Can you use the same essay/letter of rec for multiple applications? 

Letter of recommendation, generally yes. Your essay would probably need to be changed a 
bit depending on how you are using it. For instance, some scholarships will have essay 
prompt questions you will need to answer. 

 

Where can we find this recommendation letter process page being shared and all the other 
documents we looked at today?  

The letter of recommendation information can be found under the Senior Info webpage, 
select College Information, then Letter of Recommendation. 

 

Would we write a thank you email instead of a thank you card with distance learning? 

Yes, a thank you email would be appropriate during distance learning. 

Just as an FYI, once we are back at school, Bridget keeps a selection of thank you cards for 
you in the Career Center (free for you). 

  

For Running Start students, is it okay to get letters of rec from SPSCC teachers and OHS teachers 
or would colleges prefer one or the other? 

Letter of Recommendations are always better from those that know you best. If you are a 
Running Start student, your SPSCC teachers may know you better than your OHS teachers, 
so having them write it would be great.  

  

Will the August 29th SAT at Tumwater be cancelled? They haven’t said anything about it yet I 
don’t think. 

 Yes, it is cancelled.  

  

So the October 3rd SAT at Oly will only happen if we are back in school? 

Hard to say at this time. 

  

The Sept 26 SAT is not happening at OHS? 

Correct, no 9/26 SAT at OHS. 

https://olympia.osd.wednet.edu/counseling/career_center/senior_info/college_information/letter_of_recommendation
https://olympia.osd.wednet.edu/counseling/career_center/senior_info/college_information/letter_of_recommendation


What if I already requested a recommendation from a teacher (before summer), and they 
accepted my request, but I only submitted a resume and a deadline without adding the 
additional supplemental writings, but they didn’t ask for that information either. Should I send 
them a more full packet now? 

If they haven’t written the letter yet, I would follow up with them letting them know you 
would like to provide them with some additional information to help them with their letter. 

 

While they aren't required, are they accepting SAT test scores for consideration? 

Of course you can submit your scores if you have already taken the tests. It will be up to the 
individual colleges and universities to determine if they will be considered. 

  

USC said that if you have a good score it can help you 

The University of Southern California is not requiring test scores. They made this statement 
in April. 

  

 

https://pressroom.usc.edu/usc-announces-test-optional-policy-for-2021-2022-academic-year/
https://pressroom.usc.edu/usc-announces-test-optional-policy-for-2021-2022-academic-year/

